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‘Mafatial Club takes Rs 27-cr
dues case to revenue tribunal
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Files appeal against n.& nc__mns__,m ._.___< order; argues that it is run on a no-profit basis

heMafatlal Clubnear Gira-
gum Chowpatty has hit
back at the Mumbai City
Collector for seeking a
whopping Rs 27.05 crore
under the pretext of the club’s posh
location, lapse of lease and the alle-
gation of not running on no-profit
basis. The club has called Collector

Shivaji Jondhale’s order as one try-

ing to circumvent the judicial proc-
esstofill the governmentcoffers “by
unjustenrichment”.
InanappealfiledbeforetheMah-
arashtra Revenue Tribunal against
* the City Collector’s order of July this
year, the club - officially known as
Pransukhlal Mafatlal Hindu Swim-
ming Bath and Boat Club, run by a
Trustwith the same name ~ has said

that the Collector’s approach is.

“vindictive, casual and vitiated
from the principles of non-applica-
tion of mind”. !

The revenue tribunal has grant-
edastayontheCollector’sorderand
sought a reply to the club’s appeal
from him.

In an order passed on July 5 this
year, Jondhale had directed the club
topayRs27.05 crore, ifitwanted the
lease for the land renewed. The
break-up of the amount sought was
Rs7.56 croreasleaserent from 2012-
16;Rs 7.39 croreasleaserentfor 2017
and 2018; and Rs 12.10 crore as pen-
alty. Jondhale had relied mainly on
the state government’s policy of
2012 to arrive at the amount in his
order. The 2012 policy is with re-
spect to the newrate oflease rent for
governmentland.

Jondhale’s order said that the
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The order had valued the club land at Rs

club was not run on no-profit basis;
itwas located in a posh locality like
Marine Drive; it collected substan-
tialfeesfrom themembersand there
was no free entry for the common
man; itnever submitted its books of
accounts as per the original lease
conditionslaid down in1939; andit
made modifications to its structure
withoutprior permissionandusedit
commercially.

His order valued the over 12,000

5g. yard land held by the club at Rs

295.86 crore,

Intheappeal beforethe MRT, the
club, represented by advocate Vivek
Kantawala, disputed all the points.
According to the appeal, the club is

295.86 crore

runningin losses because of the no-
profit policy, and the losses are set
offby thedepositsmadeby theclub.
It says the deposits are based on
money received from philanthro-
pists. The appeal also argues that
feescollectedare onlytorecoverthe
operational cost and the upkeep of
theclub.
Thecluballegednotonlydid the
City Collectorignoreitsrequests for
lease renewal — between 1987 and
2007 -butalso issued notices based
on the 2012 policy, which was en-
acted 13 years after the club’s lease

- was due to expirein 1999. The MRT

is likely to hear the case later this
month.

and said it’s not free for the common man
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the City Collector’s order
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